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Russian Orthodox Church Applies for Membership in Wee 


(Geneva, April 27) - The Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church has 
applied for membership in the World Council of Churches. The announce- 
ment was made simultaneously in “eneva and at the annual meeting of the 
US Conference for the orld Council of Churches meeting ineBuck Hid 
Falis (Pa.). 


The General Secretary of the \/CC, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, said 
at a press conference here today that Patriarch Alexis, the Patriarch of 
Moscow and All Russia, sent the formal application for membership last 
week. 


He said it would be acted on early in the Council's Third Assembly 
scheduled to begin in New Delhi, India, Yovember 18, along with appli- 
cations from eight or more other churches. Other churches which have 
already applied for membership include two Pentecostal churches in Chile, 
the Moravian Church of the est Cape Province, the Presbyterian Church 
in Trinidad, the ‘glise évangélique de Nouvelle Calédonie et aux Iles 
Loyauté, the Union of Baptist Churches of the Cameroun, and the United 
Church of Central Africa in nhodesia. 


If accepted by a vote of two-thirds of the member churches present 
at the meeting, new churches will be seated at the assembly. The 
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applicants have expressed their agreement with the basis for membership. 
Churches in the Council "accept our Lord Jesus Chris+ as God and Saviour". 
Since places at the assembly have already been allocated, the Russian 
Church will not have a large representation if admitted. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that receiving the Russian Church now 
culminates an invitation made with the full knowledge and to the general 
approbation of the charter members of the Council in 1948. He said 
that there were expressions of disappointment that the Russian Church, 
embracing millions of Christians, was not present at the first assembly 
of the Council in Amsterdam in 1948. 


"ty 


Eighty-five places were reserved for Orthodox, hopefully including 
the Russians." 


Nothing has occurred in the Russian Church to make it less acceptable 
as a member in 1961 than it was in 1948", he said. "A reversal in the 
World Council's position would have to come from an alteration in our 
outlook on ecumenicity." 


Dr, Visser 't Hooft stressed that the World Council has not changed 
its basic view about ecumenicity since Amsterdam, but the Russian Church 
indicates by its application for membership that it has changed its 
attitude to the Council. 


"If this application is not accepted, the WCC itself would give 
occasion and provocation for the formation of an eastern equivalent of 
the Council with unhappy consequences including some for some of its 
present member churches and the Christian cause", Dr. Visser 't Hooft 
warned. 


"Receiving the Russians would involve fewer open questions and 
hazards in 1961 than would have been gladly accepted in 1948. The 
World Council is an entity with already established characteristics 
and methods of procedure. There are abundant precedents out of the 
formative years; we are now sure that every study and activity will 
he wbeced on biblical theology, not political casuistry."" 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that the application can be seen as an 
act of faith in the WCC and its present members for several reasons. 
He said the representatives of the Russian Church will be a small 
proportion of the total. 


The application for membership from the Russian Church is the 
culmination of consultations dating back to the days before the World 
Council was actually constituted in 1948. From 1946 to 1948 the World 
Council of Churches (in process of formation) made repeated efforts to 
secure the participation of the Russian Orthodox Church in the new world 
body. 


Following a conference of Orthodox bishops held in Moscow in July, 
1948, the Moscow Patriarchate informed the WCC that the Russian Orthodox 
Church had decided not to join the World Council of Churches while "it 
showed its present tendencies", Specific objections were based on its 
interpretation of the Council's attitudes to unity and its role in inter- 
national and social affairs. 
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For six years, until after the second assembly of the World Council 
held in Evanston, Illinois, in 1954, there was little contact. But the 
conversations began again after the official transmission to the Russian 
Church of an assembly declaration on world peace and disarmament. 


The Patriarchate replied at length to the appeal. At its 1955 
meeting in Davos, Switzerland, the 9N-member Central Committee of the 
World Council sent a letter to the Patriarch expressing desire for closer 
relationships with a view to better understanding. 


The most important step to closer contact took place in Utrecht, the 
Netherlands, in August, 1958, when three representatives of the Russian 
Orthodox Church met a delegation from the World Council of Churches. The 
representatives agreed on an exchange of visits between the WCC and the 
Russian Church. 


In 1959 two representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate spent a month 
in Geneva, Switzerland, at the headquarters of the World Council and 
attended the meeting of the Central Committee on the Island of Rhodes, 
Greece. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council, 
on invitation of the Patriarch, led an international delegation from 
the World Council staff on a visit to churches in the USSR in December, 
LBS. The delegation visited Russian Orthodox, Baptist, Lutheran, and 
Armenian churches. 


The year 1960 saw a number of observers from the Russian Orthodox 
Church at ecumenical meetings. They attended the Faith and Order 
Commission, the itxecutive Committee of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, and the WCC Central Committee meeting in St. 
Andrews, Scotland, in August. In July delegates of the Patriarchal 
Church attended the Suropean Gcumenical Youth Assembly at Lausanne, 
Switzerland. 


The head of the Patriarchate's Department of Foreign Church Relations, 
Bishop Nikodim, paid visits to Geneva to the World Council in November, 
1960 and february, 1961. 


The letter of application signed by Patriarch Alexis, refers to 
"problems of mutual rapprochement between all Christians, the deepening 
of mutual understanding among divided Christians and the strengthening 
of universal brotherhood, love, and peace among the nations on the basis 
of the Gospel". 


"Tn this respect we count on the efforts made by the World Council 
of Churches to strengthen the spirit of ecumenical brotherhood as well 
as the contacts with the Russian Orthodox Church", the letter says. 

It says the Russian Orthodox Church "has not only always prayed and 
continues to pray for the welfare of the Holy Churches of God and the 
union of all" but is "fully determined to make her contribution to the 
great task of Christian unity on the lines of the previous movements Ot 
faith and order, life and work, and international friendship through the 
churches which now find their common expression in the different forms 
and aspects of the World Council of Churches". 
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In making its application, the Church lists 30,000 priests and 
73 bishoprics inside the USSR, There are 20,000 parishes and 40 
monasteries. The eight theological schools maintained by the Church 
include two academies and six seminaries. EPS, Geneva. 


Methodist Ministers Killed, Jailed in Angola 


(New York) - Portuguese civilians or military forces killed eight African 
Methodist ministers after hurried trials during the first month of the 


Angola rebellion, the Methodist Division of World Missions has reported 
here, 


The division said further that at least half of thé denomination's 
150 African pastors are reported in prison, have fled with their families, 
or have been killed. 


Basing their reports on "the most reliable Methodist sources in the 
country", division spokesmen said the families of ministers have also 
suffered at the hands of armed white civilians. 


"One pastor in prison reportedly lost two daughters (who were) at 
home for Laster", they said, "When arrested (he) left a badly injured 
wife who has not been heard from in several weeks." 


Division spokesmen considered the slaying of the Rev. Guilherme 
Pereira Ingles, superintendent of the Dembos District, to be the most 
severe loss for the denomination. In his fifth year as head of the 
largest Methodist district in membership and financial strength in Africa, 
Mr. Ingles left behind his widow and nine children. 


The division reported that white civilians came to the Ingles home 
after the massacres of March 15-18 in which Africans reportedly killed 
some 500 whites, and demanded that his house be searched. 


"Mr, Ingles was shot in the leg and loaded on a truck and taken to 
Ouibaxi for imprisonment”, it said, NAfter a hurried military vwrasas 
he was shot together with the Rev. Cristovao da Silva, local pastor in 
Piro, and his body reportedly loaded in a truck with others who had 
suffered a like fate. All bodies were reportedly dumped in the Dange 
River," 


Division spokesmen said Mrs. Ingles was in Luanda with the youngest 
child for medical treatment at the time of her husband's death and has 
not been permitted to return home to care for four of the other children 
from whom no word had been received at last report. 


In addition, division spokesmen said many Methodist churches and 
schools have been destroyed or extensively damaged, including seven 
schools and chapels in the capital of Luanda alone. 


Among the factors cited for these moves against the Methodist Church 
were the resentment of Portuguese whites in Angola against the position 
of the United States regarding Portugal's overseas provinces, and the 
resentment of some plantation owners against the Methodist educational 
programme which has helped to provide trained African leadership. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
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The New York Times, in a report from Madrid, said there has been a 


mounting campaign in Angola against the "Catequistas", or Angolans who 
have been educated at Protestant missions, which have been in the 
country since 1880. About 20,000 Angolans are receiving education from 


Protestant missions there, the newspaper said. 


Meanwhile, the US State Department issued a formal protest to 
Portugal after a Methodist mission building in Luanda was damaged during 
a demonstration by several hundred persons. 


In the Angola Annual Conference, there are 30,690 full and prepara- 
tory Methodists, who have been served by 50 ordained and 68 supply (lay) 
ministers. EPS, Geneva 


a rn 


(Metz) ~ Pastor Mare Boegner, former president of the French Protestant 
Nederation, told a military tribunal hearing the case of a Protestant 
youth charged with resisting military service that he had long favoured 
a statute recognizing the rights of genuine conscientious objectors. 


However, the well-known Protestant leader told the tribunal that 
Protestant churches generally had never tried to justify conscientious 
objection to military duty because, in his opinion, there were no 
deLinive pcriptural grounds for it. At the same time, he made it 
clear that Protestants may resist conscription on grounds of personal 
conscience. 


The youth, who previously appeared before a court on a similar 
charge, was sentenced to two years! imprisonment. Three others - a 
Roman Catholic and two Jehovah's Witnesses - were given 18-month terms. 
EPS, Geneva 


Methodist Bishop Reports Attacks in Congo 


(New York) - Several Methodist residences have been attacked and looted 
in the Central Congo and an African district Superintendent has been 
imprisoned, the denomination's Board of Missions reported here. 


The board said that Bishop Newell 8. Booth reported from Katanga 
Province that his administrative assistant, the Rev. Moise Ngandjolo, was 
beaten, robbed and imprisoned with other Africans. The board quoted 
Bishop Booth as saying that he had also received reports that denomin- 
ational property in Lodja,.embo ard Nyama had been looted in recent weeks. 

EPS, Geneva 


CCIA Urges Cuba Non-Intervention, Laos Cease-Fire 

(New York) - An appeal to permit the people of Cuba freely to choose 
their own form of government and elect their own officials was made by 
the Commissicn of the Churches on International Affairs on April 21 when 
the UN was discussing the Cuban crisis. 
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The commission, under the auspices of the World Council of Churches 
and the International Missionary Council, also called upon the 14-power 


conference on Laos to make every effort to secure an immediate cease-fire 
there, 


Os tredeloldes CClAsdirector,)in outlining the commission's position 
on Cuba, sent the following telegram to the heads of the diplomatic 
Missions to the UN of the United States, Great Britain, Russia, Cuba, 
France, Mexico, Canada, Sweden, India, and Australia: 


"Prompted by our concern for peace with justice and freedom, we urge 
after consultation with our colleagues abroad that every effort be made 
by peaceful means and in compliance with the principle of non-intervention 
to bring about a situation wherein the people of Cuba may freely choose 
their own form of government and freely elect their officials." 


The text of Mr. Nolde's telegram to the heads of the missions of the 
14 governments to be involved in the conference on Laos here follows: 


"Prompted by our concern for peace with justice and freedom, we urge 
after consultation with our colleagues abroad that every effort be made 
to secure an immediate cease-fire in Laos verified by the International 
Control Commission and followed by the 14-power Geneva Conference." 

EPS, Geneva 


Australian Churches "Regret" South Africa's Race Stand 


(Sydney) - The executive committee of the Australian Council of Churches 
has expressed its regret that South Africa has withdrawn from the British 
Commonwealth and said that “only a change in racial attitudes" can save 
the Union from "! er growing isolation in the community of nations". 


A statement adopted by the committee here further regretted that two 
Dutch Reformed churches in South Africa - the Gereformeerde Kerk in 
Transvaal and the Hervormde Kerk Van Afrika - voted to withdraw from the 
World Council of Churches following a race consultation in Johannesburg 
last December. (See BPS Nos. 13, 14.) 


The committee's statement appealed to Australian Christians to pray 
for South African leaders who are "seeking to exercise a ministry of 
reconciliation", and called upon churches in the Union to "seek together 
a pattern of racial justice which will avoid oppression, violence and 
disaster". (See Document.) 


"We declare again our abhorrence of policies of racial discrimination 
Smowoureiirnm elite: thar bie Christian faith admits Mo distinction of 
race or colour leading to any form of segregation either in its view of 
man or in its view of the Church", the committee declared. "We cannot 
but regard as sins against God and His commandments racial and ethnic 
hates and prejudices which the Gospel alone can cure." 


Noting that "intransigent racial policies" are not merely matters 
of domestic concern but involve the Church and the world, the committee 
appealed to other churches and governments "to preserve the closest 
possible relations with South Africa in their respective spheres". 
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The statement further called upon the Australian Government to direct 
its policies toward Asian and African member-countries of the British 
Commonwealth to the end that "an effective international, multi-racial 
community of nations" may be fashioned in the world. 


Insisting that Australia's participation in the Commonwealth should 
"involve much more than motives of self-interest", the statement further 
called upon her people and government to make a new appraisal of relation- 
Ships between white and coloured Australians and between Australians and 
the Asian peoples. BPS, Geneva 


Churches Critical of US Immigration Policies 


(Washington) - Discriminatory regulations in national quotas governing 

the admission of immigrants to the United States have been sharply 
criticized by church leaders who participated in the National Consultation 
ony immisration inathe US: here. 


"We are critical and ashamed of the present basis of our quota system 
resting upon the national origin of our white population as per the census 
of 1920", a statement adopted by the delegates declared. 


The two-day consultation was co-sponsored by Church World Service and 
the Department of International Affairs of the National Council of 
Churches (USA). One of the purposes of the consultation was to prepare 
for the migration conference to be held under the auspices of the World 
Wounci ct Churcnes at Leysin, owitzerland, June 11-16. its findings. 
which do not constitute official NCC policy, will be referred to the 
ehurches ior further study. 


The statement recognized the "limitations imposed by our economy and 
related factors to absorb an unlimited number of immigrants", but it 
expressed the belief that "the thrust of our basic law neither adequately 
reflects Christian concern nor furthers our national interest responsibly". 


Urging the abandonment of the present quota system or "drastic 
revasion” of it go that it “will exclude any racial or regional dis¢ram 
ination", the statement further declared that "the same standard of 
justice which is applied to native-born Americans should also be applied 
to naturalized Americans", 


Barlier, Dr. Paul C, impie, executive director of the National 
Lutheran Council, said concerned Christians have much to contribute in 
the development of "well-ordered immigration laws in our day", which will 
be "sufficiently flexible to permit the exercise of compassion and 
humanitarian concern", 


"Our national interest and survival are tied up inescapably with the 
well-being of all mankind", Dr. iimpie said. 


As American Christians, he said, church members want US policy "to 
be in harmony with good stewardship of this nation's resources for the 
benefit of all mankind", while, as Christian Americans, they do not wish 
regulations which "downgrade the status of other peoples or go against 
our own concepts of right and justice". 
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Discussing the quota system, Dr. Empie remarked: "Both as a Christian 
and as a citizen, it seems to me that immigration laws based upon a 
national origins pattern, so rigged that they are discriminatory with 
respect to race, ethnic culture, colour or religion, are morally wrong 
and politically harmful". 


Meanwhile, the cosauthor of the controversial Walter-McCarran 
Immigration Act, Congressman Francis E. Walter of Pennsylvania, told the 
consultation that he was introducing a bill to alter present immigration 
policy. 


Mr. Walter said the proposal would provide for a "quota reserve" 
consisting of annually unused numbers which would be allocated for the 
Meee Olerclatives OfeUn Gitizens and “lawfully resident aliens". He 
added that temporary measures providing for the entry of adopted children 
would be incorporated into the permanent code. 


While the bill includes an "improved procedure" governing the 
admission of highly-skilled immigrants, he said, it also contains 
provisions "designed to facilitate the expulsion of the racketeering 
elements, subversives and aliens who resort to fraud in obtaining entry 
and permanent residence in this country". EPS, Geneva 


Survey Shows Religious Issue Basic in 1960 US Blection 


(Washington) - A survey conducted by a research team of the University of 
Michigan has concluded that "the central phenomenon" of the 1960 
Presidential campaign in the United States was religious. 


The conclusions of the survey rebutted the argument that President 
John F. Kennedy's Roman Catholic background helped more than it hurt him. 
It rather suggested that anti-Catholic sentiment was one of the strongest 
factors in the near-victory of his Republican opponent, former Vice- 
President Richard M, Nixon. 


The study indicated that Mr. Kennedy may have lost as many as 
1,500,000 votes because of heavy anti-Catholic balloting. 


The survey noted that the Catholic vote was 80-20 in favour of Mr. 
Kennedy, while it was about equally divided between the Republican and 
Democratic candidates in the 1952 and 1956 elections won by President 
Lisenhower. However, it considered it unreasonable to attribute the 
entire change to Mr. Kennedy's Catholicism. 


Pointing out that 63 percent of the Catholic vote would normally be 
Democratic, the survey concluded that only the additional 17 percent of 
this vote could be attributed to Mr. Kennedy's religion. This would 
represent four percent of the total national vote. 


However, this margin was more than offset by defections by Protestant 
Democrats to Mr. Nixon for religious reasons, and by independents who 
voted Republican because of anti-Catholic sentiments, the survey showed. 
Such balloting won Mr. Nixon slightly more than six percent of the total 
vote; Oresbour 1,500,000 more votes than Catholicism polled for Mr. 
Kennedy, it concluded. 
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The survey was conducted by the university's Survey Research Centre 
as part of a long-range study of American voting habits. It is 
supported hy a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation. EPS, Geneva 


NAH Authorizes Theological Study Unit 


(Grand Rapids) - The 19th annual convention of the National Association 
of Kvangelicals has authorized establishment of a theological study 
committee composed of leading evangelical scholars. 


This action was taken by the NAE board of administration after Dr. 
George L. Ford, executive director, had called on evangelical schools to 
"release men of scholarship from heavy teaching loads at least for a 
period of time so that they can convey to others the understanding they 
possess of the theological issues today". 

Barlier, Dr. Carl F.H. Henry, editor of Christianity Today, chided 
the NAHE for intellectual neglect and urged the group to sponsor scholarly 
studies in theology, evangelism, and social ethics. 


"Theological revival sooner or later must enliven NAE", he said, 
Nor theological decline will stifle it", 


"The National Association of Evangelicals has laboured through the 
years with many fine practical achievements to its credit", he continued. 
"But it seems to me to have fallen short in the intellectual arena whose 
neglect not only leaves an agency powerless against its competitors but 
breeds internal inconsistency and inconstancy which invite deterioration 
Of any principled fellowship." 


"A movement may deplore the sceptical handling of truth, and even 
the deceitful manipulation of doctrine, as long as it has life and breath", 


he said. "But until it spells out an answer in terms of theological 
structure - and not simply in terms of evangelistic energy and ecclesi- 
astical goodwill - the issues are not really faced in depth". 


In calling upon the NAE to "stimulate great evangelical dedication 
to the enterprises of theology, evangelism and social ethics", Dr. Henry 
emphasized that such consultations ought to include evangelical scholars 
outside the NAE constituency as well as those who belong to its member 
bodies. 


In what was called a "Grand Rapids Declaration", delegates issued a 
call for "fellowship and cooperation" among "all who freely accept the 
Bible as the infallible Word of God and who experience the New Birth 
through the power of the Holy Spirit". EPS, Geneva 


BMS Reports Its Work in Angola at Standstill 


(London) ~ British and Canadian Baptist missionary activity has come to a 
standstill in Angola where at least 500 Huropeans and thousands of 
Africans have been killed since a revolt against Portuguese authorities 
Mroke out an the country on March 15. 


This report was made by the Rev. 7T.L. Tucker, Africa secretary of 
the Foreign Missions Conference of North America, and the Kev. C.J. Parsons, 
associate foreign secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society, upon their 
return here from a two-week visit to the strife-torn country. 
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While a few Afrioan women and children remain at mission stations in 
the frontier zone where the BMS and Canadian Baptist work is concentrated, 
the missions spokesmen said students of the training institute at Calambata, 
together with their families, have been evacuated to San Salvador for 
greater safety. 


"But for the rest", they reported, "villages are deserted and many 
have fled to the forests and the hills, or have taken refuge across the 
border in the Congo, where probably 20,000 refugees are adding to the 
already excessive burdens of the new state". 


The clergymen supported the report that American Methodists at Luanda 
have suffered the most since the uprising. Bight African pastors were 
reportedly shot "after a summary trial for alleged complicity in the 
revolt", and Methodist property has been destroyed or extensively damaged, 
they said. 


"A disquieting feature of the past month has been the continued 
hostile criticism of Protestant missions in the daily press, both in Angola 
and Portugal itself, alleging that they have been used as a cover for sub- 
versive propaganda and for organizing the revolt", they said. "The fact 
that the Roman Catholic Vicar-General in Luanda has been arrested and 
deprived of his office for being one of the leaders has been written down 
and forgotten." 


The revolt was sparked when Africans attacked administrative outposts 
and isolated plantations in a wide area in the north, they said. Women 
and children were among the Juropeans killed. 


They said the shocked white population was issued modern weapons by 
authorities, and these have been used "in severe counter-measures 
intended to stun the African population into submission". 


The result has been that "innocent people on both sides have been 
the first victims of what is now open war", and "the death toll among 
Africans is already likely to be numbered in thousands", they said, 
supporting a London newspaper account that the government is "having to 
use armed forces to prevent the white population from avenging itself on 
the blacks". 


"A111 Christians will deplore the slaughter of innocent people of 
whatever colour that is taking place in Angola today", they said. "There 
is a duty to restore order, but there is a higher duty to ensure that 
conditions of justice and equity should prevail." 


The missions spokesmen consulted with leaders of the Swiss Mission 
Phil-Africaine in Central Angola during their visit, and also conferred 
with mission leaders and diplomatic representatives in Geneva and Lisbon 
concerning the crisis. EPS, Geneva 


French Student Christian Movement Backs President De Gaulle 


(Paris) - The French Student Christian Movement has pledged its pg eral 
support to President Charles De Gaulle in dealing with the latest 
episode of the Algerian crisis. 


240 


. oy 
Wm, a 
” mt 


aces Ue 


Whisaed 7, ae. 
*é. WQS say 


Char Ge mm Bas ey A 
. ee an 


Wo, h6> ="28th April, 1961 ue 


Expressing its gratitude for the firmness with which General De Gaulle 
has handled the situation, the French SCM told the President in a letter 
that it asked "God to give you the inspiration of words and actions which 
would safeguard for our people the privilege of freedom and work for the 
re-establishment of »neace in Algeria". 


At the outset of the crisis, the French SCM sent a message to its 
local and regional leaders requesting them to call together the groups 
they direct immediately to seek "in the light of the Word of God and in 
common prayer for the enlightenment which is indispensable in such circum- 
stances", and to determine what action should be undertaken together with 
the whole student body. 


The French SCM also voted to support the National Union of Students 
of France in its action "to engage the student body against enterprises 
of subversive forces wherever they manifest themselves". EPS, Geneva 


Spokesman Says Vatican Council May be Held in 1962 

(Rome) - The Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council may be able to convene 
in the autumn of 1962 if the preparatory work for the sessions continues 
at its present rate. 


This point was made by Msgr. Periole Felici, general secretary of the. 
council's main commission, at a press conference here. 


Msgr.,Felici said that, while no decision has yet been made relative 
to participation of non-Catholic theologians, such participation was "not 
excluded" at the council. EPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


Dr. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, will leave South 
Africa at the end of April to visit ingland and the United States. While 
in England, he will receive an honorary fellowship from Queens College, 
Cambridge University. Dr. de Blank plans to return to South Africa on 
June 17s 


* * * 


A group of German youths who have joined the "Atonement Campaign" of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany, have undertaken to build a church at 
Taizé,. France. The work will take about 60,000 hours, which is equiva- 
lent to about a year. Dr. Lothar Kreyssig of Magdeburg, who founded the 
campaign, saw them off in Cologne in the middle of April. The group 
eoncists of 26 boys and four girls. Their aim is to help to wipe out 
the guilt of the Nazi régime by giving voluntary.service abroad. 


x os * 


In Canada, the Salvation Army has established an anti-suicide bureau 
in light of the fact that ten times as many lives are taken by suicide as 
by tuberculosis in the country. Telephone directories in Toronto will 
soon publish a new listing - "suicide", under which despairing persons 
will be able to obtain sympathetic help at any hour of the day or night. 
A similar service also will be provided in Winnipeg, Montreal, and 
Vancouver. EPS, Geneva 
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Document: 
The cont of a resolution adopted Avril 19 by the executive committee 


of the Australian Council of Churches concerning racial policies in South — 
Africa and their consequences for the British Commonwealth follows: 


“This meeting of the Executive Committee of the Australian Council | 
of Churches regrets the withdrawal of South Africa from the British 
Commonwealth of Nations and of the two Dutch Reformed member churches in 
South Africa from the World Council of Churches. 


; "We declare again our abhorrence of policies of racial discrimination 
sae and our firm belief that the Christian faith admits no distinction of 

race or colour leading to any form of segregation either in its view of 
Man or in its view of the Church. We cannot but regard as sins against 
God and His Commandments racial and ethnic hates and prejudices, which the 
Gospel alone can cure. 


. "We are compelled by recent events to draw the attention of the 
Australian people and churches to the fact that fellowship has been b. ken 
dain both ‘the political and ecclesiastical spheres because of intransigent 
- vacial policies. When such international fellowships are broken questions 
_ of racial justice are shown to be, not merely matters of domestic concerns, 
but matters of human rights on which the Church and the world have a 
God-given conscience. We live in a situation marked by the rise of. new 
nation states to positions of equal partnership with the older and 
predominantly white nations. In this situation racial policies remain 
the responsibility of national communities concerned but are also basic 
gto the Declaration of Human Rights on which ultimately depends the comity - 
ah of nations not only in the United Nations, but also in the British 

eel Sommonwealth of Nations. 


Be "This meeting therefore calls upon all Christian people in Australia 
ae to pray for South Africa and particularly for all her leaders seeking to 
Bi exercise a ministry of reconciliation, and at the same time appeals again 
Sera the churches of South Africa to seek together a Oh ee of racial 
justice which will avoid oppression, violence and disaste 


Pod 


"The meeting also calls upon the Australian people and Government to . 
- acknowledge that Australia's participation as a sovereign state in the 
British Commonwealth of Nations should involve much more than motives of 
eset s- interest. We regard the British Commonwealth of Nations as our 

- unique opportunity to fashion an effective international multi-racial 
community of nations in the world. We urge the Australian Government to 
direct its policies toward Asian and African member countries to that end. 


"Only a change in racial attitudes in South Africa, we believe, ‘can 
ultimately save her from her growing isolation in the community of nations. 
= In the meantime we appeal to churches and governments to preserve the 

_ closest possible relations with South Africa in their respective spheres. 


fap - 'Pinally we call upon the Australian people for a new appraisal: of 
our own relationships of white and coloured Australians and between ourselves 
and the Asian peoples.'! “ EPS, Geneva. 


